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T h r u :  J o h n  J .  B a r i a t f w " T l I  

O n  F r i d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  2 ,  1 9 7 9 ,  C o n g r e s s m a n  M i k e  L o w e r y  c o n t a c t e d  E P A  R e g i o n  X  
a b o u t  a n  u n i d e n t i f i e d  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  s i t e  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  E c k h a r d t  R e p o r t  
( W a s t e  D i s p o s a l  S i t e  S u r v e y )  a s  b e i n g  i n  s o u t h  S e a t t l e .  N e w s  m e d i a  a l s o  
p i c k e d  u p  t h e  s t o r y  c a u s i n g  a  s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s i t e .  

O n  M o n d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  5 ,  1 9 7 9 ,  M i k e  L o w e r y ' s  o f f i c e  w a s  a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  f r o m  
t h e  E c k h a r d t  C o m m i t t e e  t h e  n a m e  a n d  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s i t e  a n d  w h o  r e p o r t e d  
t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  E c k h a r d t  C o m m i t t e e .  W i t h  t h i s  n e w  i n f o r m a t i o n  E P A  
w a s  a b l e  t o  b e g i n  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  s i t e  a n d  i t s  p o t e n t i a l  a s  b e i n g  a n  
i m m i n e n t  h a z a r d .  

T h e  s i t e  w a s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  K e n w o r t h  T r u c k  C o m p a n y ,  I n c . ,  l o c a t e d  a t  8 8 0 1  
E a s t  M a r g i n a l  W a y  S o u t h ,  S e a t t l e .  T h e  s i t e  w a s  r e p o r t e d l y  o w n e d  b y  
M o n s a n t o  C h e m i c a l  C o .  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  o f  w a s t e  d i s p o s a l .  S u b s e q u e n t l y  
t h e  p r o p e r t y  w a s  s o l d  t o  K e n w o r t h  T r u c k s  a n d  i s  c u r r e n t l y  u s e d  b y  t h e m  f o r  
p a r k i n g  a n d  o u t s i d e  s t o r a g e .  K e n w o r t h  i s  a  f a b r i c a t i o n  p l a n t  f o r  l a r g e  
d i e s e l  t r u c k s .  

I  c o n t a c t e d  M r .  B o b  H a u k ,  S a f e t y  M a n a g e r ,  f o r  t h e  K e n w o r t h  T r u c k  C o m p a n y  o n  
M o n d a y  a f t e r n o o n .  H e  h a d  n o  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  d i s p o s a l  s i t e  b u t  w o u l d  c o n t a c t  
s o m e  o f  t h e  l o n g - t i m e  e m p l o y e e s  a b o u t  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  H e  w a s  u n a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
a  v i s t  o n  M o n d a y .  

M o n d a y  a f t e r n o o n  ( 3 : 4 7  p . m . )  I  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  d i s p o s a l  s i t e .  
S i n c e  B o b  H a u k  w a s  u n a v a i l a b l e ,  I  d i d  n o t  e n t e r  t h e  p r o p e r t y  w h i c h  i s  f e n c e d  
a n d  s e c u r e .  M u c h  o f  t h e  p l a n t  s i t e  i s  v i s a b l e  f r o m  E a s t  M a r g i n a l  W a y  S o u t h  
a n d  p h o t o s  w e r e  t a k e n  o f  t h o s e  p o r t i o n s  o f  K e n w o r t h  v i s i b l e  f r o m  t h e  r o a d .  

T h e  a r e a  - e e n  w a s  e i t h e r  p a v e d  p a r k i n g  l o t s  o r  b u i l d i n g s .  N o  e x p o s e d  a r e a s  
o f  g r  n d  w e r e  a p p a r e n t .  T h e  d a y  s h i f t  w a s  l e a v i n g  a t  t h i s  t i m e  s o  t h e  
p a r k '  l o t s  w e r e  n o t  f u l l .  "  

T h e  a i  .  a  b e h i n d  t h e  f a b r i c a t i o n  p l a n t  w a s  n o t  v i s a b l e .  T h i s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  
a r e a  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  D u w a m i s h  R i v e r .  I t  w a s  a l s o  d i f f i c u l t  t o  i d e n t i f y  
t h e  p r o p e r t y  b o u n d r i e s  s i n c e  e q u i p m e n t  w a s  s t o r e d  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  f e n c e s .  I t  
w a s  a s s u m e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o p e r t y  l i n e s  e x t e n d e d  f r o m  t h e  s t r e e t  t o  t h e  r i v e r  
w i t h  M o n s a n t o  C h e m i c a l  t o  t h e  s o u t h  a n d  t h e  B o e i n g  C o m p a n y  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  
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I  e x p l a i n e d  t o  M r .  H a u k  t h a t  n o  a p p a r e n t  h a z a r d  e x i s t e d  i n  v i e w i n g  t h e  s i t e .  
B u t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e r e  w a s  n o  i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  t o  w h a t  t h e  w a s t e  m a t e r i a l  d u m p e d  
b y  M o n s a n t o  c o n s i s t e d  o f .  I  e x p l a i n e d  s o m e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  I  h a d  
l e a r n e d  f r o m  t h e  D O E  i n s p e c t o r  f o r  K i n g  C o u n t y  a b o u t  t h e  w a s t e  s t r e a m s  f r o m  
M o n s a n t o .  M r .  H a n k  w a s  t o l d  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  b e  i n f o r m e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  i f  a  
h e a l t h  h a z a r d  e x i s t e d  s o m e w h e r e  o n  t h e  K e n w o r t h  p r o p e r t y .  

M o n s a n t o  C h e m i c a l  C o m p a n y  

O n  T u e s d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  6 ,  ( 1 1 : 3 0  a . m . ) ,  I  c o n t a c t e d  M r .  T o m  M c G a n n ,  P l a n t  M a n a g e r ,  
t o  o b t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e i r  a l l e d g e d  d i s p o s a l  p r a c t i c e s  b e t w e e n  
1 9 5 6 - 1 9 6 2  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a b o u t  t h e  o n - s i t e  d i s p o s a l  o n  p r o p e r t y  n o w  o w n e d  b y  
K e n w o r t h  T r u c k s .  H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  h a n d  
w o u l d  c o n t a c t  t h e i r  c o r p o r a t e  o f f i c e s  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  
E c k h a r d t  r e p o r t .  

b u t  

A t  2 : 0 0  p . m . ,  I  w a s  c o n t a c t e d  b y  M r .  J e s s e ,  t h e  M o n s a n t o  C h e m i c a l  C o r p . ,  
S t .  L o u i s ,  M O .  H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  M o n s a n t o  p r o v i d e d  t h e  E c k h a r d t  
C o m m i t t e e .  S p e c i f i c a l l y  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  d i s p o s a l  s i t e  i n  q u e s t i o n .  

M o n s a n t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  E c k h a r d t  i n c l u d e d  t h e  s a m e  w a s t e  g o i n g  t o  t w o  
s i t e s :  S o u t h  S e a t t l e  ( K e n w g l r t h )  a n d  T u l a l i p  L a n d f i l l .  T h e  s o l i d  w a s t e  m a t e r i a l  
i s  a  s c a l e  l i k e  m a t e r i a l  w h i c h  i s  c h i p p e d  o f f  t h e  r e a c t o r  v e s s e l s  u s e d  f o ^  
e x t r a c t i n g  v a n i l l i n .  T h e  s c a l e  l i k e  m a t e r i a l  c o n s i s t s  m a i n l y  o f  c a l c i u m  c a r b o n a t e  
a n d  s o d i u m  c a r b o n a t e  w i t h  s o m e  t r a c e  i n o r g a n i c s  i n c l u d i n g  c o p p e r ,  l h e  p H  
o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  i s  h i g h  ( g r e a t e r  t h a n  1 0 ) .  

M o n s a n t o  d o e s  n o t  c o n s i d e r  t h e  m a t e r i a l  t o  b e  h a z a r d o u s  o r  d a n g e r o u s  t o  h u m a n  
h e a l t h  o r  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h e  r o c k  l i k e  m a t e r i a l  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  i n s o l u b l e  a n d  
t h e  h i g h  p H  k e e p s  t h e  t r a c e  m a t e r i a l  t i e d  u p .  S i n c e  t h e  c l o s u r e  o f  t h e  T u l a l i p  
L a n d f i l l ,  t h e  w a s t e  h a s  b e e n  t a k e n  t o  a  c h e m i c a l  w a s t e  l a n d f i l l  i n  A r l i n g t o n ,  
O r e g o n .  

T h e  a c t u a l  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s i t e  w a s  n o t  d e f i n e d  b u t  M o n s a n t o  s t a t e d  t h a t  i s  w a s  
t h e  a r e a  o n  w h i c h  a  p a r k i n g  l o s t  h a s  b e e n  b u i l t .  I n  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  K e n w o r t h  
p l a n  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  w o u l d  l o c a t e  t h e  d i s p o s a l  s i t e  o n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  
t h e  K e n w o r t h  s i t e  n e a r  E a s t  M a r g i n a l  W a y  S o u t h  a n d  s o u t h  o f  t h e  K e n w o r t h  o f f i c e s .  
T h e  s i t e  i s  n o w  a  2 0 0  c a r  p a v e d  p a r k i n g  l o t  f o r  e m p l o y e e s  a n d  i s  f e n c e d  a n d  
s e c u r e .  

O n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  i d e n t i f y  a n d  c h a r a c t e r i z e  a  w a s t e  d i s p o s a l  
s i t e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o b j e c t i v e  w e r e  m e t .  

N o  i m m i n e n t  o r  s u b s t a n t i a l  h a z a r d  w a s  d i s c o v e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  n o r  
w a s  a n y  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  t o  c l a s s i f y  t h i s  s i t e  i n t o  s u c h  a  c a t e g o r y .  
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Since the si te was secure and there had been no complaints on record from the 
Kenworth s i te no immediate action was considered necessary.  

On Tuesday, November 6,  1979, at  8:15 a.m.,  I  met with Mr, Robert  A Hauk, 
Safety Manager,  Kenworth Truck Company, concerning the alledged disposal s i te 
on Kenworth property.  He had,  by this t ime, obtained information from long 
t ime employees and company records concerning the relationship with Monsanto.  
I t  was determined that  many land trades and sales had occurred between the.  
Kenworth Company and the two adjacent companies;  The Boeing Company and Monsanto 
Chemical Company. 

The area that  was suspected by Kenworth was an area in the rear of the 
property which was not developed by Kenworth unti l  after  the t ime of the 
cessation of waste disposal on-site as reported by Monsanto.  Hauk did not 
know when or if  the back part  of the property had belonged to Monsanto.  The 
only clue was a gate in the fence between Monsanto and Kenworth,  which 
Kenworth had no reason for install ing.  

I  learned that  Kenworth originally occupied the si te in 1946 with the 
main fabrication building and some smaller buildings located along 
East  Marginal Way. Since that  t ime addit ional buildings were buil t  on the 
si te.  The entire si te is  f i l led land according to Hauk: including the 
land adjacent.  

I t  was in the late 60's  when the rear (along the Duwamish) portion of the 
si te became developed with buildings,  shops,  storage,  and truck parking. 
Mr. Hauk did not know any construction problems or health problems that  occurred 
as the result  of development of this portion of the si te.  No reports of any 
hazardous material  in the f i l l  was documented.  

Photos were taken of the areas along the property l ine fences and in the area 
along the Duwamish River.  Views of the adjacent properties as seen from. 
Kenworth were included. 

I t  was noted from a tour of the Kenworth property that  nearly al l  of the si te 
was paved on covered with buildings and the entire areas served by a runoff 
collection system. 

The portion of the si te that  was not paved had a good cover that  allowed for 
l i f t  truck use in a couple of storage areas.  

Some barrel  storage was located along the Duwamish but upon investigation 
indicated stock supplies of paint  and f iber glass resins.  No evidence of 
leakage or barrel  damage was noted.  




